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CASE STUDY 3: NEWS REPORTS

Herald Sun, 28 March 2001, page 4

Victims

group
urges

iInquiry
By TANYA GILES

PRISONERS locked
away to protect the
community have re-
peatedly caused
harm while on day
release.

In the wake of Neville
Garden's escape, the Her-
ald Sun has learned of
several incidents where
potentially dangerous
prisoners have escaped
and re-offended while on
release.

And an outraged crime
victims advocate has
called for an urgent ju-
dicial inquiry into the
prisoner release policy.

Crime Victims Support
Association president
Noel McNamara said kill-
ers such as Neville Gar-
den and other violent
criminals had no right to
walk among the com-
munity when they still
had long sentences to
serve.

“It's absolutely amaz-
ing that someone with his
track record is allowed to
wander around the shop-
ping centres with a couple
of unarmed persons,” Mr
McNamara said.

“He is a proven killer.
It's not as if he might be
or he might do it.

“It’s a fact that he has
done it before and he
could probably do it
again if he is not caught.

“We are absolutely ap-
palled that this is going
on. You wonder how
many others have es-
caped and been caught
that we don't know about,
Jjust how often it goes on.

“I know these people
have to be rehabilitated
eventually but he is only
five or six years into an
18-year sentence and
there is no excuse for him
to be out wandering
around in the public.”

Mr McNamara said
Garden's escape would
horrify the frightened
family of his 1994 shoot-
ing victim, John Voliotis.

“They would be terri-
fied. How do you tell the
wife of the man he shot
that this bloke has been
wandering around for a
few days after being let
out?” he said.

“There should be a ju-
dicial inquiry into the
whole bloody thing. We
are horrified and we
think there should be a

review of the criteria
which allows these peo-
ple out on the street.”
Mr McNamara called
for greater supervision of
inmates on day outings,
saying it was a disgrace
that a pair of unarmed
female nurses were in
charge of Garden when

On the loose: convicted killer Neville Garden.

of Ervin Apinis and
trussed him up with his
own braces.

Mr Apinis suffered
breathing problems and
spent a month in hos-
pital recovering from the
attack.

Last year, a serial es-
capee in custody on

In 1998, a country pris-
oner spent six weeks on
the loose after escaping
from a supervised fishing
trip at the Ninety Mile
Beach.

A teenage killer on day
release in 1993 came face
to face in a supermarket
with the husband of a

¢ How do you tell the wife of the man
he shot that he’s wandering around 9

he fled. Only this month,
a “dangerous’” heroin
abuser was sentenced to
nine years' jail for attack-
ing an B86-year-old wid-
ower while on a two-day
leave pass from a youth
training centre.

The 21-year-old at-
tacker conned his way
into the Yarraville home

charges for attacking and
robbing elderly women
spent three weeks on the
run after being allowed
out of a juvenile centre to
visit 2 motor show.

The youn% prisoner
tried to punch a 72-year-
old woman and steal her
handbag before being
captured by police.

woman he stabbed to
death while attempting
to rob their North Dan-
denong home,

A prisoner abducted a
mother and four children
at knifepoint in 1992 after
escaping while on day
release to visit his sister's,
grave and city shops.

He also punched a five-

NEVILLE Garden is
on heavy da!.ﬂ)’ ’
medication in relation
to schizophranig and
diabetes, and his
last dose of )
medication was in the

1 mixed with alcol
have an adverse @

Staff at the Thomas
been spoken o in ré

with Garden.

Garden has
murder in 1994 an

freating psychiatris

Gardenhas ad
authorities inclu

toward police. Ga

Garden has the p

year-old boy, tried to kid-

nap a woman with a
pitchfork and attacked
an elderly woman while
on the run,

In New South Wales, a
convicted rapist alleg-
edly sexually assaulted
his 14-year-old victim
while on day release from
jailin 1992,

And a convicted pedo-
phile who escaped while
on day leave to a child-
ren’s amusement park in
New South Wales was
later seen hiding out at a
nudist colony.

A police source said
the-force was only alerted
to day-leave absconders
when it was “panic sta-
tions”.

“The only time we find
out what's going on is
when something like this
happens,” he said. “Be-
cause it's a medical cen-
tre, there's issues of priv-
acy. I think in the

avening of March 24, 2001.

The effects of this medication are
wear off with the next day or 0. .
hol this medication will aI;o

ftect on Garden, promoting

violence and uncontroll :
Embling Hospital have
\ation to this escapee

and hold grave fea.rs
‘safety of persons likely to co

remains off his medj r i
capable of committing crimes of this
magnitude in the future.
ocumented hatred for
ding police, ASIO, AFP and,
if confronted in & ncn-quntrolled

i ill be extrem
LAy rden has indicated to staff
at the psychiatric hos
possession of firearm
ropensity for extreme

violence, and kdue
be exercised in appro

Public outrage as
BEGHPIS Shnens

xpected to

able bahaviour.

for his safety and the
] me into contact

i f
ommitted the offence of
. d conversation w;th his

ts indicates that if he

cation, that he is

ely aggressive

pital that if in
s, he will use them.

care and aftention must
aching him.

circumstances, the pub-
lic has a right to know.

“It only takes a mo-
mentary act for someone
to do something that
lasts a lifetime.”

A juvenile justice
source estimated up to
10 youths a month ab-
sconded in Victoria while
on day leave.

The worker said in one
recent case, four of eight
youths on an escorted
trip to the eity ab-
sconded.

Another youth with a
heroin habit was taken to
Footscray with money to
buy clothing. Instead, he
bought drugs and ran
away.

“It’s a joke. I feel sorry
for the police with all the
effort - they have to put
into catching these
kids,” Mr McNamara
said.
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All day-leave from
a psychiatric hospital
has been banned.

By PADRAIC MURPHY
and ADRIAN ROLLINS

A Melbourne psychiatric hospital,
where killer Neville Colin Garden, 45,
was being held before his escape
while on day leave at the weekend,
was urged to increase security at the
facility earlier this month..

Victoria’s Department of Human
Services told Foréensicare, which
operates the Thomas Embling Hos-
pital in Fairfield, to improve security
after the escape of two other inmates
in December last year.

Forensicare's clinical director,
Professor Paul Mullen, said yester-
day the hospital was still reviewing
the recommendations “ ... but 1
have to say that many of them would
turn the hospital into a high-security
prison”.

“The recommendations would not
have prevented the incident on

Sunday because (they) dealt with.

security at the hospital, and not day
trips.”

On Sunday, Garden escaped from
two female minders while on a trip to
Melbourne's Southbank precinct. He
was last seen wearing a green T-shirt,
dark grey shorts, white runners and a
brown hat.

In 1995, the Supreme Court
ordered he be confined to a psychi-
atric institution for 18 years and nine
months for shooting dead Mildura
shop owner John Valiotis. Garden is

CASE STUDY 3: NEWS REPORTS

Killer’s escape stirs
fears on security

kg

on medication for schizophrenia and

. diabetes.

Victoria Police have investigated
several possible sightings of Garden
and have warned the public not to
approach him.

Following the escape, the State
Government has banned all day
leave from the hospital .and
appointed a committee headed by
Victoria's deputy chief .psychiatrist,
Dr Ruth Vine, to review leave
arrangements for security patients at
Thomas Embling Hospital.

A spokeswoman for Health Minis-
ter John Thwaites said the com-
mittee had been directed to examine
changes to the leave approval pro-
cess to include consideration of the
destination, the level of escort and
the date and timing of any leave.

She said that under a proposal
before the committee, all leave must
be approved by it in consultation
with the chi~f psychiatrist.

On the run: Killer Neville Colin Garden.

Declaring the ban
yesterday, Premier
Steve Bracks said
Garden's escape was
“very disturbing”.

He refused to
criticise the decision
to allow Garden on
supervised release,
saying it was “a
judgment for the
chief psychiatrist,
based on the psychi-
atric' condition of
the patient involved
and, in that case,
there was a pre-
history which
suggested that it was
appropriate’.

Mr Bracks’ actions were backed by
the opposition, with health spokes-
man Robert Doyle describing them
as “‘conservative and appropriate”.

Mr Doyle said he had the “highest
confidence” in Professor Mullen and
decisions regarding patient arrange-
ments were best left to clinical
psychiatrists. But he said it was
important to find out what went
wrong during Sunday’s community
release and to work out ways to
prevent it happening again.

Professor Mullen said the hospital
would review it's own security pro-
cedures following Garden'’s flight.

“The nurses are there to escort
him and not to guard him. We make
an' assessment on all day releases
that the patients will not abscond.
On this occasion we were wrong. You
have to remember that Garden had
been on 39 other day trips and we
never had any problems before.”



