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Media alert 9 December2021
Please cascade to all mediastaff
Reminder for safe reporting on assisted dying/euthanasia

Whilethe court proceedings of Glenn Stratton and the death of his father Colin Stratton is a story of publicinterest, media
are reminded of the importanceof responsiblereporting on assisted dying/euthanasia.

Australian media areencouraged to follow the Mindframe communication guidelines when reporting on details of this

court proceeding, and to avoidincluding content that may impact negatively on those with a lived experience of suicide

andthe broader community. These include:

- Remove details of method of assisted dying/euthanasia
> Methods of assisted dyingor euthanasia areoften the same as suicide.
> Removing explicitdetails can minimise the risk of imitative behavior for those at risk of suicide.
> Ifmethod must beincluded, pleasereflect on why this is important. If method is included, pleaseusevery general
descriptions.
- Minimise use of language associated with suicide
> Prominent stories of assisted dying/euthanasiamay attractpeople at risk of suicide. Where possible, remove the
word ‘suicide’ or ‘assisted suicide’ fromthe headline, bylineor key search terms for the story.

Ensure accuracy and context
> Itisimportantto distinguish between suicideand assisted dying/euthanasia.
> Itisimportantto provide context about Mr Stratton’s terminal illnessto reduce the likelihood of vulnerable
people identifying with the story and the risk ofimitative behavior.
Including appropriate help-seeking information

> Add atleasttwo 24/7 crisissupportservices to any stories discussingsuicide or assisted dying/euthanasia.
> Individuals who may be impacted by coverage are more likelytoseek helpand supportwhen appropriateservices
areincludedinstories.

Support services

Adult Youth Other resources

131114 1800 551 800 mental health portal
lifeline.org.au kidshelpline.com.au headtohealth.gov.au
1300 659 467 1800 650 890 suicide prevention portal

suicidecallbackservice.org.au headspace.org.au lifeinmindaustralia.com.au

1300 224 636 ReachOut.com online forums saneforums.org
beyondblue.org.aufforums
1300 789 978 healthinfonet.ecu.edu.au
mensline.org.au 1800 184 527 glife.org.au
mhima.org.au
1300 727 247
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https://mindframe.org.au/suicide/communicating-about-suicide/mindframe-guidelines
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Mediaself-care

Reporting suicideand mental illnesscan alsoimpactto the welfare of journalists. To support media professionals
Mindframe, in consultation with the DART Centre Asia Pacific, has developed journalismself-careresources for media
professionals reporting suicideand mental illness. Theseresources can be found here.
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